Ardrossan Junior Senior High School
School Council Meeting Minutes
November 30, 2020
In Attendance: MJ Nam, Paul Schwartz, Lonnie Hicks, Ron Horton, Skip Gordon, Asma Ammouneh,
Jacqueline Fraser, Hannah Q., Bailey A., Jackie Anderson, Jennie March, Lisa Slywka, Stephanie Wilson,
Kasia Spiker, Dallas Will, Dayna McGeachy, Shelley Christenson, Celeste Burdinsky, Jen Todoschuk,
Heather Baynes, Jen Mailer, Wendi Crowe, Cathy Farnell
1.

Call to Order: 6:30 p.m.

2.

Welcome and Introduction

3.

Approval of Agenda

4.

Approval of Minutes of September 21, 2020 meeting

5.

COSC Report – Jackie Anderson
October and November Meetings were held
There is a New executive:
Chair: Leslie Bowman – Pine Street
Vice Chair: is from SCA
There will be workshops available for parents, either to attend alone or with their children to address
continuity of learning and COVID protocols.
The Division is down 400 students this year.
With respect to offering an Honors Program – there were 1400 responses in survey and money is
being set for next year as we know there will be less money available next year.
Results review – EIPS continues to improve.
The importance of athletics in school was discussed, but the #1 priority is keeping students in
school learning.

6.

Trustee Report - Skip Gordon
On October 5, the Board of Trustees and Elk Island Public Schools celebrated World Teachers’
Day. Chair Boymook thanked all EIPS teachers and Division employees who support our students
every day. This is of particular importance this year, given the added challenges of the pandemic.
The Board also received for information the Division’s official Enrolment Report for the 2020-2021
school year. As of October 1, 2020, 17,001 students were registered in Elk Island Public Schools.
This total includes students learning in school and out of school. We have 399 fewer students than
we had last year at this time.
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The Alberta School Boards Association Fall General Meeting took place November 16 and 17
during which many position statements were debated and voted on. The Board will now advocate
on behalf of our students. In my opinion, the most important of these policy positions is to bring to
the attention of Alberta Ed. that Project Unit Funding (PUF) should be restored to 2018 levels.
Results Reviews for schools were held Nov. 19, 20, 23, and 24. Ardrossan Jr./Sr. Results Review
was on Nov. 20. Ardrossan Jr./Sr. High School remains near the top of the ladder in EIPS thanks
in large part to the administrative team of Principal Nam and Vice-Principals Schwartz and Hicks.
For 2020-2021 Alberta Education gave Boards the choice of opting out of P.A.T.s. EIPS has
chosen to proceed with P.A.T.s for all in-school learners. P.A.T.s will remain optional for out-ofschool learners. Only Math and Language Arts P.A.T.s will be written.
Alberta Education has decided that Diploma Exams will remain optional for the balance of the 20202021 school year.
Finally, as you are aware, Premier Kenney has declared a State of Public Health Emergency. As a
result, there are several restrictions affecting school divisions:
•
K to 6 students enrolled in in-school learning will continue coming to class until EIPS’
Christmas break which begins on Dec. 23, 2020.
•
Students in grades 7-12 will move to out-of-school learning effective Nov. 30 to Dec. 22.
•
On Jan. 6, 2020-2021, all grades will return from Christmas break to out-of-school learning
using Brightspace. Out-of-school learning will continue through to Jan. 8, 2021.
•
All students kindergarten to Grade 12 are scheduled to return to school on Jan. 11, 2021.
Students enrolled in out-of-school learning will continue studies using Brightspace.
7.

MJ Nam
Admin Report
See attached Report.
Mental Health Capacity Builders:
Asma Ammouneh:
Has been working with the Junior High and has been focusing on mental health literacy – learning
vocabulary and how to access support. Topics include:
What is stress and how to deal with it
Relationships – boundaries, consent, how to deal with consent
Inclusive language
Bullying behavior
Mindful movement
Jacqueline Fraser
Has been working with the High School. Some of the topics they have been working with are:
Breathing/calming techniques for exams
Mental health literacy
Relationships
Conflict and communication
Both Asma and Jacqueline will continue to offer online support, including in relation to at home
learning strategies and dealing with stress while being on-line.
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There has been lots of co-operation with Counsellors, Administration, School Counsel.
They are offering Community Nights for youth – online paint nights, online gingerbread house
building, and games night (in January).
Student/Parent/Teacher Interviews
December 17th 5 – 8 p.m.
Via phone call
Feedback from parents as to format was very positive. People find it very effective and
more convenient.
Results Review
MJ gave a summary of the Results Review Meeting (see information in report attached).
A question was asked as to whether there is anything the school can continue to work on and the
response was that the school continues to work on engagement with parents.
Goals
-

8.

The school has changed Goal #1 to safety and well-being for students and staff.
Goal #2 – literacy and numeracy
The innovation goal was displaced, but it continues to be worked on due to circumstances,
such as adapting to online learning and the quarter system.
Parents and Students were asked for Quarter vs. Semester feedback. Responses
included:
For Phys Ed it is a drawback having it just for a ¼
More time to focus but very fast pace
Students feel stress from the workload and pace.
Concern with the potential loss of French language skills
Everyone agrees that the question is worth revisiting after 2nd ¼ (and even later).
Potentially long gap of time between two levels of a course (i.e. if a student is in
Bio 20 in the first quarter and may not take Bio 30 until mid-year the following year)
– Ms. Nam noted that this also came up at the Results Review and is something
to be considered in timetabling.

-

From a COVID perspective the 1/4 system and cohorting worked exactly as it should:
more of an opportunity to jump back in which gives students a better chance for
meeting their graduation requirements/catching up if needed

-

Thank Student Council and Social Justice Club for all the activities.

-

Parents should feel free to reach to MN Nam at any time.

Staff Report - Ron Horton
Last week was very busy preparing for on-line learning, ensuring technology ready.
Key priority is supporting the students and making sure students are safe and healthy
The transition to Brightspace was relative smooth.
Thank you to parents for their help and support.
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9.

Student Council Report – Hannah. Q.
Hannah Q. introduced Bailey A. who is the Junior parent liaison.
See report attached.
Jacqueline Fraser – complimented Hannah and School Council for their role.

10.

COVID Update
really good startup today
Classes meet at regular class time, there may be an on-line break for working, but then
they are back on-line for the last 15-20 minutes of the class.
The 1/4 system is helpful for on-line, allowing the working break and re-connection.
20 instructional days will be covered by online learning this 1/4 (out of 43 days)
Feedback from parents was positive, liking the meeting at regular time, the requirement to
sign back in and the on-camera requirement.

11.

Next Meeting – Monday, January 25th, 2021 6:30 p.m.

12.

Adjournment – 7:26 pm
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