
Ardrossan Junior Senior High School 
PAC Meeting Minutes 

January 25, 2021 
 

In Attendance:  MJ Nam, Paul Schwartz, Lonnie Hicks, Ron Horton, Skip Gordon, Asma Ammouneh, 
Jacqueline Fraser, Hannah Q., Bailey A., Jackie Anderson, Jennie March, Lisa Slywka, Dayna McGeachy, 
Shelley Christenson, Jen Todoschuk, Carrie Kuypers, Anna Nygren, Lon McMullen, Trisha Mihal, Amy 
Archibald, Angela Ayers, Tara Erickson, Wendi Crowe, Cathy Farnell 
 
1. Call to Order:  6:30 p.m.  
 
2. Welcome and Introduction 

 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
4. Approval of Minutes of November 30, 2020 meeting 
 
5. COSC Report – Jackie Anderson 

- in the EIPS Calendar October 8 as the Professional Learning Day is being switched to 
October 18 as a result of the municipal election 

- The upgrades for Salisbury Composite and Pine Street schools is proceeding 
- The Honors program is proceeding at F.R. Haythorne, Sherwood Heights and Ardrossan 

Schools 
- ASCA – grant funding is much lower than applied for so less money available for school 

council supports 
- First Nations Métis Information Sessions being held February 2 and 23 and March 16.   
- COVID Update – as at January 6, 2021 there were no active cases.  There had been 117 

cases to that date with all 117 recovered. 
 

6. Trustee Report - Skip Gordon  
 
February 1 – 28 – Returning student registration 
 
At the December 21, 2020 board meeting it was confirmed that the Honors program will be open 
for 2021/22 for students in grades 8 and 9 with 80% or higher in all 4 core subjects. 
 
The decision was made to suspend PATs for 2020/21 school year as that is in the best interests of 
the students for this year due to many factors including temporary on-line learning and isolation 
issues. 
 
Expansion for Ardrossan Jr./Sr. High will be considered in the next 3 years.  Some factors requiring 
expansion are that 6 modular classrooms being demolished because of disrepair and the 
construction of a new subdivision in Ardrossan.   
 
EIPS calendar for 2021/22 is now available. 
 

7. Student Council Report – Hannah Q. 
- See attached Report. 
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8. Teacher Report – Ron Horton 

- See attached Report. 
 
-  There was a question as to how teachers think the out-of-school portion of quarter 2 affected 

students.  Response: Students and their needs vary so for some it was seamless and for others 
it was more difficult.  However, temporary on-line learning was more structured and kept to the 
school schedule.  As well technology assistance was available where required. 

 
9. Mental Health Capacity Builders: 

 
Jacqueline Fraser  

 Reminder about Bell Let’s Talk day – a mental health awareness day to raise money for mental 
health.  5 cents from every post goes to support mental health initiatives. 

 
 Choose Kind in February – see the Bison Tracks 

 
Asma Ammouneh: 
Get Your Game Out – will be offered on multiple days 
There will be a table at the school offering information about ways to de-stress for exams. 
 

10. Admin Report - MJ Nam  
- See attached Report. 
 
General Comments re Fees  
- All fees, including without limitation, teams, sports and extracurricular, are based on costs 

recovery, so if costs are lower, fees are lower.   
- Not all courses will be offered next year, it will depend on demand.  The students choose their 

courses and the school builds the timetable based on the choices. 
- Costs based on things like the cost of class materials, will go up if the cost of materials goes 

up.  Foods, for example, will reflect the increased cost of food. 
- The Survey will go out to families with the charts embedded in the questions. 
- Field trips costs reflect reduced costs for virtual field trips where applicable. 
- In order to be able to offer a field trip if restrictions change, it needs to be on the list, so many 

are included in case they are able to proceed.  Camps has been included on that same basis. 
- Supervision fees are only charged to grades 7 to 9 students.  There is a shortfall in noon 

supervision recovery which is made greater due to less than 100% recovery.  Supervision is a 
legal requirement for junior high students. 

 
Specific Comments re Fees 
- Environmental Education is less because no field trips are planned at this time.  The potential 

cost will be moved into field trips rather than included as part of the course cost. 
- Graduation fees were previously $65 with the banquet over and above.  That has increased to 

reflect the increased cost of the Red Carpet recognition, and as with all other fees is based on 
cost recovery. 

- There is a  
 

We reviewed the survey questions as a group.  There were the following discussion points: 
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- Suggestion to add estimated busing costs to the field trip costs. 
- Suggestion to add a statement that the School Activity Fee is an annual payment.  Currently 

for senior high it is $5 per quarter and for junior high is $10 per semester. 
Survey was to go out that Thursday. 

 
COVID Update – nothing to add 
 
Continuation of Honors Program for grades 8 and 9.  Information on the program will be on the 
website.  Decisions are made in the summer after the marks are out.  STEM Project and Humanities 
Project have been added to the curriculum for the Honors Program. 
There was a question as to whether it would be helpful to let Grade 6 parents know about the 
Honors Program.  MJ Nam confirmed that the information is in the registration packages and will 
be in the virtual information sessions. 
 
There was a question as to whether with the quarter system the school would be looking at trying 
to minimize the gaps between 10/20/30 level courses. 
- The division is looking at that and whether there is regression because of the time lapse. 
- Even with the semester system there can be a gap of more than a year. 
- There are no answers yet. 
- Timetabling is difficult. 
 

11. Old Business – None 
 

12. CPF – meeting was to be February 1, 2021. 
 

13. Adjournment – 7:28 pm 
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